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District 6 teacher named LCD Teacher of the Year 
 

Jessica Cooney, an English language acquisition teacher who works with the Newcomer Program at 
Greeley West High School, has been named as the Colorado Linguistically and Culturally Diverse 
Educator of the Year by the Colorado Department of Education’s Office of Language, Culture and 
Equity. 
 
Cooney has been teaching in Greeley-Evans School District 6 for 12 years, and has been an integral 
member of a team of teachers and administrators working directly with the Newcomer Program, 
which helps educate and assimilate students who are new to the United States. Many of the students 
in this program have lived as refugees in Africa and Asia, have never been to school and don’t speak 
English. The program offers intensive English instruction aimed at getting the students up to speed in 
language skills quickly so they can transition into regular classrooms. 
 
In addition to her teaching duties, Cooney also directs El Teatro, a theater troupe composed of a 
variety of students who come from different backgrounds and experiences, who tell their own stories 
through a theatrical production annually. 
 
“Jessica Cooney is fully committed to the success of students and goes out of her way to support 
them,” said Greeley West Principal Shelli Robins in her letter of recommendation for Cooney’s 
nomination. “She works endlessly meeting with students before school, during lunch and plan periods 
and after school tutoring or just having an open ear.” 
 
Cooney said she was surprised and humbled by the honor. She will receive the award at the Language, 
Culture and Equity Academy, which will take place April 24 in Denver. 
 
“I am so honored and humbled by this award,” Cooney said. “Working with refugee and immigrant 
students and their families is my passion and I am grateful to be recognized for doing what I love.” 
 
Currently, District 6 has about 371 students who were refugees, and about 40 of those are currently in 
the Newcomer Program.  
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